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Summary of reasons for decision: 

The publication is a large book containing images and text. It was submitted for classification by 
the Secretary for Internal Affairs, following a complaint by a member of the public about the 
availability of the book in one of the Christchurch City Libraries. Two pages (89-90) were missing 
from the book that was submitted. 

The book is concerned with the treatment of the human body, nudity and nakedness by artists. It 
is also concerned with the variety of aesthetic, social and cultural conceptions and meanings 
associated with such subject matter in art. The text consists of five essays that provide a cited, 
scholarly analysis of the topic, referring primarily to it as an area of enquiry in contemporary fine 
art practice circa 1900 to the present. The essays use conceptual frameworks, analytic methods, 
and examples drawn from art history, art theory, and critical theory. The images are all 
reproductions of works of fine art photography, painting and sculpture. 




A number of images in the book depict sexual activity and nudity, and one image depicts 
urination. The images are reproductions of artworks concerned with the aesthetics and social 
issues to do with the presentation of the human body, nudity, and nakedness. The images are of 
internationally regarded, widely exhibited artworks concerned with critical aesthetic enquiry, and 
support the context of an intellectually robust, cited text by experts. Some works are intended to 
be controversial, and to a small degree and extent exploit the nudity of children. However, the 
manner of their presentation supports an artistic and critical reading, and resists the use of the 
images for sexual purposes. The publication as a whole asks the viewer to step back from the 
images and take a critical view. The book is an important work that makes a major contribution 
to the body of well-researched critical literature on a major theme in contemporary art. 

The potential injury of the book’s unrestricted availability is its numerous depictions involving 
explicitly sexual subject matter. Many of these are strong depictions that are difficult and 
challenging. These are likely to greatly disturb children and to influence young people’s attitudes. 
Adults are more likely to be able to understand the aesthetic and critical context presented by the 
publication due to experience and maturity that children and young people do not possess. As 
such, it is classified as objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to 
persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 

The Classification Office has considered the effects of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 
on the application of all the classification criteria. The limitation applied on the publication's 
availability is the minimum restriction that can be applied in order to prevent likely injury to the 
public good. 



